
ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Congregation Resource: 

Weapons on Church Premises 
 

 
Introduction: 
 St. Stephen Lutheran Church’s Congregation Council is proposing the following resource regarding 
weapons on church premises. Any comments or questions can be addressed to Gary Hansen (Email: 
garyandjune@gmail.com or 517-285-6570). 
 
 
 
God intends the church to provide a safe and welcoming environment for all persons, committed to 
peacemaking and nonviolence. Individuals hopefully can view a church as a place of sanctuary, worship, 
and peace wherein a personal and communal connection with God can be encouraged and enhanced. 
Accordingly, we believe that a church should be a weapon-free/gun-free premises. Notwithstanding this 
stance, we acknowledge and respect individuals who are responsible gun owners, hunters, security 
officers, and military personnel. 
 
Please note that Michigan law prohibits weapons on church premises, subject to narrowly itemized 
exceptions or specific church policy. (See below) 
 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church prohibits weapons of any type on its premises and at any church-
sponsored events. This general prohibition includes visible or concealed weapons, even those for which 
the owner has a valid permit. Exceptions to this policy may include retired police officers, licensed 
private investigators or correction officers, a military unit in the performance of ceremonial duties, or 
other statutorily-excluded individuals; however, it is important that the pastor of the church or the 
president of the congregation is made aware before the weapon is brought onto church premises or to 
the event. Prohibited items include any form of weapon or firearm; dangerous or hazardous materials, 
devices or substances; as well as any other explosive materials that are illegal under federal, state, or 
local laws or ordinances. 
 
To ensure that weapons and other prohibited items are not present on its property and when there is a 
reasonable suspicion of possession of prohibited weapons, materials or substances, St. Stephen 
Lutheran Church reserves the right to inspect personal belongings (including, but not limited to, items 
such as packages, purses, backpacks, or lunch bags) or to request that such items are not brought onto 
St. Stephen Lutheran Church’s premises. 
 


